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Outline

 Girona is a city in Catalonia in North-eastern 
Spain, it lies a little inland on the highway 
between Barcelona and the French border. 
The coastal region is well known for its mass 
tourism development. 

 The city provides a good illustration of a 
European tourist-historic city and the 
balancing act faced between maintaining the 
city as a living community and conserving the 
built environment



City dating from Roman times

 The houses on the Oyar 
are one of the key 
images of this historic 
city that dates from 
Roman times. 

 The city’s built heritage 
that is presented to 
visitors comprises a mix 
of Roman, Moorish 
(European Muslims of 
the Middle Ages), Jewish 
and Medieval Catholic 
European influences.



The Church of St Feliu

 Constructed between 
the 13th and 17th 
centuries the church has 
a fortified exterior 
being outside of the city 
walls.



Atmosphere and Access

 As with many tourist-historic 
cities the old town of Girona 
has a number of very narrow 
lanes and alleyways which 
although providing 
atmosphere also make access 
difficult and can quickly 
convey a sense of congestion 
even with only relatively 
small numbers of visitors



The former collegiate church of St. Feliu and the 
Cathedral (centre) dominate the skyline with the houses 
on the Onyar river in front



Garden heritage

 Cathedral and cloisters 
and associated gardens 
viewed from the Riu 
Galligants. The gardens 
are regularly visited by 
visitors given their 
location between a 
number of built heritage 
attractions.





Cathedral

 The cathedral was built 
in a number of different 
styles between the 11th 
and 18th century and 
was built on the site of 
a Roman temple

 The cathedral has the 
widest Gothic nave in 
the world





Sacred space

 One of the greatest issues 
in cathedrals and churches 
in many tourist-historic 
cities is the issue of tourists 
disturbing the sacredness 
of such locations as while 
being tourist attractions 
they are still contemporary 
places of worship.

 In order to resolve the 
tension between tourists 
and the sacred, visitors are 
often requested to be quiet 
and not take pictures.



Paying for heritage

 Nevertheless, in order 
to help pay for the 
maintenance and 
conservation of the 
cathedral there are still 
opportunities to 
purchase souvenirs and 
postcards as well as pay 
an entry fee to specific 
galleries





Passes

 Art and museum passes 
are a useful way to unite 
galleries and museums 
within a network in the 
consumer’s mind, 
reinforce joint promotional 
activities, and make it 
cheaper for tourists (or 
locals) to visit a number of 
cultural attractions, such 
as the Bishop’s palace 
which has been converted 
into an art gallery. 





Museu d’Arqueologia de Catalunya

 The Museum of 
Archeology of Catalonia 
has its origins in the 
Provincial Museum of 
Antiquities and Fine Arts, 
founded in 1846 by the 
Provincial Commission of 
Monument, and is 
therefore one of the oldest 
museums in Catalonia



Reuse of old buildings

 In 1857 it is was installed 
in the Monastery of Sant 
Pere de Galligants which 
was probably founded at 
the end of the 10th 
century. The present 
building dates from the 
12th century.



 The building was 
abandoned by the 
Benedictine monks in 
1836 after the application 
of the Disentailment laws. 
The museum occupies the 
cloister and the 
Romanesque church and a 
level built over the cloister 
in the second half of the 
19th century for the 
museum.



The density of attractions and views in the tourist-historic 
city can sometimes provide an almost overwhelming number 
of photo opportunities



Els banys Arabs de Girona

 Arab baths that date from 
the 12th and 13th 
centuries although are 
mainly Romanesque in 
style

 The coldwater room is the 
most interesting because 
of its rustic annular vault 
and the central dome 
resting on slender 
columns

 First built in 1194



Arab baths

 Repaired in 1284 due to 
damage as a result of a siege 
the previous year Closed in 
the 15th century

 Privately owned until 
occupied by a Capuchin 
convent in 1617

 The Arab baths came to be 
managed by the government 
in 1929 when restoration 
work began, perhaps also 
indicating something of the 
heritage of heritage tourism



Girona Jewish Quarter

 District known as the 
Call (Jewry) occupied 
from the 12th to the 
16th century

 Present location of 
Nahmanides Institute 
for Jewish Studies and 
the Museum of the 
History of the Jew



Interpretive issues

 One of the more 
interesting issues in 
heritage is interpretation 
of controversial events. In 
the case of Girona 
relatively little attention 
was given to the religious 
bigotry that surrounded 
the Jewish population and 
their eventual ethnic 
cleansing.



An example of the potential use of current events affecting the 
interpretation of the past - although no parallels were drawn between the 
Jewish and Palestinian experiences of ethnic cleansing in official 
interpretation.



History wherever you turn!

 The narrow lanes 
provide both attractive 
nooks and crannys for 
tourists with the 
possibility of a 
‘surprise’ around the 
next corner



The Rambla de la Libertat, which has been used as a market since Medieval 
times, is one of the main commercial centres of Girona. However, even in this 
space there is often congestion between different users of the space and traffic 
in peak visitor periods.



The size of the gate to the old city illustrates the problems with respect 
to simultaneous car and pedestrian access. However, the old city is a 
living city with people living there and it is not a museum.



New heritage?

 Spotted on walking around 
the city - a memorial to 
John Lennon

 Out of context or an 
example of contemporary 
heritage? (As far as can be 
ascertained there is no 
known connection 
between John Lennon and 
the city!)



Damage

 Graffiti remains a 
problem in the heritage 
city as it does in the 
modern city. It is 
expensive to remove 
without damage from 
such old buildings and 
is unsightly.



Importance of heritage

 Heritage and museum 
development seen as a 
means of diversifying 
visitor market as well as 
promote Catalan culture

 Nevertheless there are 
difficulties in balancing 
development and heritage 
given that the old city area 
is still a place where 
people live and seek 
services.


